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INTRODUCING HIRAGANA

The Japanese writing system consists of two types of
characters: the syllabic kana - hiragana (*F{k%) and
katakana (F1%%), and the pictorial - kanji (2=). Each set
has a different usage, and all are necessary to learn to
read and write Japanese fluently.

Hiragana, which literally means “ordinary” or “simple” kana, is
used primarily for native Japanese words and grammatical
elements. Each sound in the Japanese language corresponds
to one character in the syllabary.

Hiragana is also used for furigana (.3\D £'73%) or yomigana
(52&1R ), a reading aid for kanji you will find either next
to or above the kaniji. It will help you read kanji you may
not know yet, so make sure you master kana!

Children’s books targeted at young children are often
written in hiragana.

As an overview of the entire hiragana set, we have
created a helpful chart which also includes stroke order
for each character.

This booklet is designed to be printed so you can learn
and practice stroke order. To listen to the pronunciation
and learn practice stroke order, you could also use the
Go! Go! Nihon Hiragana Quest app with a free trial lesson
(and only ¥360 each to unlock the full hiragana/katakana
set), find it here:
https://gogonihon.com/en/hiraganaquest/




Chart of Hiragana covered in this booklet
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